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Babylonian Parallels to the Hebrew Creation-Narrative. 

The discovery of no Assyrian Babylonian records has aroused 
greater interest than did that of the Babylonian creation-story by 
George Smith in 1875. Something of its immense significance for 
the story of Hebrew religion was at once recognized. Since that time 
many additional fragments of the Babylonian story have been found 
and made public. Now comes a work by L. W. King, The Seven 
Tablets of Creation, or the Babylonian and Assyrian Legends concerning 
the Creation of the World and of Mankind (London: Luzac & Co., 
1902) containing twenty-one of the previously published fragments, and 
twenty-eight now published for the first time ; the result is an almost 
complete restoration of the original Babylonian story. 

Among the more important points of contact with the Hebrew story 
which now appear are: (1) the fact that the Babylonian story was 
written on seven tablets, with which may be compared the framework 
of the seven days of creation in Gen. 1 : 1-2 : 4a ; (2) accord- 
ing to each account a watery chaos preceded the creation of the 
universe; (3) in both stories light is called into existence before the 
creation of the heavenly bodies; (4) the creation of- a firmament with 
waters above and waters below appears in both and is placed before the 
creation of the heavenly bodies ; (5) the creation of the sun, moon, and 
stars, with the establishment of the seasons, is very similarly described 
in both ; (6) the creation of man is the climax in both accounts. The 
tablet containing the story of man's creation is now for the first time 
published. 

Primitive Writing and the Old Testament. 

In a recent volume, entitled The First Bible, Colonel C. R. Conder 
discusses ably the earlier forms and uses of writing in connection with 
the origin of our Old Testament books. He reaches the following 
conclusions : (1) In the time of Moses the literature of western Asia 
was preserved on tablets of brick and stone, and in the cuneiform 
script. (2) The Hebrews used such tablets down to about 600 B. C; 
and, like the Canaanites, appeared to have used cuneiform writing. 
(3) The alphabet did not come into use among them until about 1000 

317 



3 1 8 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

B. C, and was at first a commercial character. (4) In Hezekiah's age 
both characters were known, and his scribes " copied out " the older 
documents of Solomon's age. (5) The evidence of personal names, 
and of other words, supports this view, and serves to explain many- 
discrepancies which thus become valuable evidence. (6) We have no 
right to make an arbitrary change in biblical texts not supported by 
actual documentary evidence, or to charge the writers with ignorance 
and carelessness, or to regard the text as being corrupt except in very 
minor details. (7) The historical statements of the Bible are fully 
confirmed by the independent evidence due to exploration, and to 
monumental discoveries. The important question of today is not 
whether criticism of the Bible is desirable, but whether the current 
methods and results are sound. 



Is the Decalogue Rightly Assigned to the Times of Moses? 

A fresh and suggestive study of the origin and meaning of the 
Decalogue is contributed by B. D. Eerdmans to the January number of 
the Theologisch Tijdschrift. The Decalogue was originally a septad 
consisting of the following laws: (1) I, Yahweh, am thy God; (2) 
Thou shalt not use the name of Yahweh for falsehood ; (3) Thou shalt 
not kill; (4) Thou shalt not commit adultery; (5) Thou shalt not 
steal; (6) Thou shalt not bear false witness; (7) Thou shalt not covet 
anything that belongs to thy neighbor. 

In refutation of the argument usually brought forward against the 
early origin of the Decalogue, viz., that its deep ethical tone forbids 
its being earlier than the days of Amos and Hosea, the great ethical 
prophets, Eerdmans urges two things: (1) that ethical Yahwism is 
older than the eighth century ; (2) that the relationship between the 
Decalogue and the prophetic literature is not of such a sort as to com- 
pel us to make the former a result of the influence of the latter. 

In support of the first contention he cites (1) the ethical element 
in the Covenant Code, calling attention to the fact that before such 
sentiments could have become laws and been codified they must have 
been long in the minds and hearts of the people; (2) the fact that the 
Covenant Code was a priestly product, and furthermore that priestly 
law is consuetudinary, hence grows slowly ; (3) the existence of ethical 
conceptions among Babylonians and Assyrians in very early times 
which were in no wise inferior to the ethical ideals of Israel in the 
eighth century. As to the second contention, it is urged that the 



